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INTRODUCTION

To maintain a comfortable home or business atmosphere, it is vital to have a functional 
air conditioner. Nevertheless, even with regular maintenance, air conditioners can 
develop problems that necessitate replacement or repair.

In this GUIDE, we will examine the process of deciding whether to replace or repair 
your air conditioner, including evaluating the unit's age and condition, analyzing 
frequent repair concerns, and comparing the costs of repairs and replacement.

It is essential to determine the age and condition of your air conditioner before anything 
else. Although the lifespan of air conditioners might vary based on kind, size, and brand, 
the average unit will last between 10 and 15 years.

If your air conditioner is approaching or has exceeded this age, it may be time to replace 
it. In addition, if your air conditioner is constantly malfunctioning or requiring 
maintenance, replacing it may be more economical than continuing to pay for repairs.

Some frequent air conditioner repair issues include compressor problems, low 
refrigerant levels, and malfunctioning electrical components. Even though these 
problems are often reparable, they may suggest that it is time to replace the device. For 
instance, replacing the entire device may be more economical than just the compressor 
if the compressor fails.

Comparing the repair and replacement costs is essential when deciding whether to 
replace your air conditioner or repair it. In some instances, repairing the device may be 
more cost-effective than replacing it, particularly if the fault is small and the equipment 
is still relatively new. However, if the cost of repairs approaches or exceeds the cost of a 
new air conditioner, it may be more economical to replace the unit.
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When considering whether to replace or repair an air conditioner, it is also essential to

examine the remaining warranty. Many air conditioners provide a guarantee that covers

specific repairs or even replacement. If your equipment is still under warranty, it may be

more economical to have the problem repaired or the unit replaced under warranty.

When deciding whether you want to repair or replace your air conditioner, it is in your

best interest to get many estimates from trustworthy vendors. This will allow you to

evaluate the costs of repairs and replacement and select the option that best fits your

budget and requirements.

To determine whether to replace or repair your air conditioner, it is necessary to

evaluate the unit's age and condition, the cost of repairs versus replacement, and the

warranty.

By taking the time to evaluate these aspects, you can make an informed decision and

guarantee that your home or business is comfortable throughout the year.

Clark Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing is the leading air conditioning and heating

service provider in Montgomery, Millbrook, Pike Road, Prattville, Wetumpka AL. We

have extensive experience installing heat pumps and HVAC units. For more

information, visit https://clarkcomfort.com/.

Our qualified specialists will ensure that you are completely satisfied with your air

conditioner. All of our services are extremely cost-effective, safe, and secure. Contact us

at 334-449-7936 to schedule your service requirements.
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CHAPTER 1: UNDERSTANDING THE
DIFFERENT TYPES OF AIR

CONDITIONERS

Air conditioners are an indispensable component of modern living, offering

much-needed relief from the heat and humidity. However, because there are so many

different types of air conditioners on the market, it can be tough to choose which is best

for you. In this chapter, we will examine the many types of air conditioners and the

advantages and disadvantages of each.

Let's start by defining the different types of air conditioners. In essence, we are

discussing how the air conditioner cools your home. There are three principal types of

air conditioners:

● Central air conditioners

● Window air conditioning units

● Portable air conditioners

We will cover the merits and cons of each type in further detail below.

Centralized air-conditioning

Most people generally envision central air conditioners when they think of air 
conditioners. These systems are installed in the home, usually in the basement or attic, 
and use a network of air ducts to circulate cool air throughout the residence.

One of the primary advantages of central air conditioners is their relative quietness, as 
the noise is often located outside the home. Also, they are relatively efficient because the
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cooled air is evenly spread throughout the house. Finally, central air conditioners are 
generally simple to maintain because the filters can be easily accessed and replaced.

The primary disadvantage of central air conditioners is that they can be costly to install, 
especially if your home doesn't already have air ducts. Also, they need professional 
AC installation, which might increase the price. Lastly, central air conditioners can 
be costly, especially in regions with high energy costs.

Window-mounted air conditioners

Small spaces, such as a single room or an apartment, can be cooled more affordably 
using window air conditioners. These devices are fitted in a window or through a hole in 
the wall and cool the air using a series of fins and coils.

One of the primary advantages of window air conditioners is that they are affordable to 
purchase and install. Also, they are quite simple to maintain, as the filters are accessible 
and replaceable. Lastly, window air conditioners are rather efficient because they just 
chill the room where they are installed.

The primary disadvantage of window air conditioners is that they can be loud, with the 
noise often emanating from within the residence. They can also be difficult to install, 
especially if the window is wide or the wall is thin. Wind air conditioners can be ugly as 
they protrude from the window or the wall.

Mobile air conditioning units

As they can be easily moved from room to room, portable air conditioners are a versatile 
option for cooling a small space. Typically placed on the floor or a tabletop, these 
air-cooling units use a series of fins and coils to cool the air.

One of the primary advantages of portable air conditioners is that they are affordable to 
acquire and operate. Also, they are easy to install because they don't need permanent
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installation. Finally, portable air conditioners are flexible, as they can be moved from

one room to another with relative ease.

The primary disadvantage of portable air conditioners is that they can be loud, with the

noise typically emanating from within the home. In addition, they can be less efficient

than other air conditioners because they must exert more effort to cool the air. Lastly,

portable air conditioners can be unsightly because they take up space on the floor or

tabletop.

Understanding the various types of air conditioners will allow you to make an informed

choice regarding the best option for your home. Central air conditioners are a popular

option for larger homes due to their efficiency and relative quietness.

Small-space air conditioners installed in windows are less expensive but can be noisy

and ugly. Portable air conditioners are a versatile alternative that can be moved easily

from one room to another, although they may be less effective and noisier.

Ultimately, your budget, the size of your home, and your personal preferences will

determine the ideal air conditioner for your home. As air conditioners are a substantial

investment, it is prudent to research and get different quotations before making a

purchase.

Don't forget to factor in the long-term costs of operating and maintaining your air

conditioner since these can add up. Therefore, buying an air conditioner that meets your

needs and budget is usually prudent.
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CHAPTER 2: ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
YOUR AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

In recent years, energy efficiency has become an increasingly essential concern, and for 
a good reason. As energy costs continue to climb and the demand for renewable energy 
sources intensifies, we must limit our energy consumption as much as possible. Our 
home's air conditioning system is one place where we can make a major difference.

During the hottest months of the year, your air conditioner is likely one of your home's 
most significant energy consumers. The Department of Energy estimates that central air 
conditioning systems can account for up to fifty percent of a home's overall energy use. 
That's substantial energy, which can translate into substantial energy costs.

So, what can you do to increase the energy efficiency of your air conditioner? Here are 
some guidelines and factors to consider:

Energy efficiency ratio (EER) or seasonal energy efficiency ratio (SEER)

Choose an air conditioner with a high EER or SEER rating when it's time to replace your 
current unit (SEER).  Generally speaking, a higher EER or SEER rating indicates more 
efficiency.

Regular maintenance is necessary to ensure that your air conditioner operates at its 
most efficient level. This involves cleaning or replacing the air filter, checking for and 
sealing any leaks, and maintaining clean coils.

Install a programmable thermostat: With a programmable thermostat, you can schedule 
your air conditioner to turn on and off at certain times, preventing you from cooling an 
empty home. This can reduce your energy consumption and energy costs.
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To make your home feel colder without really increasing the temperature, use a ceiling 
fan. The insulation in your home can assist keep the cold in the winter and heat out in 
the summer, reducing the workload of your air conditioner.

Utilize window treatments: Closing the blinds or curtains on windows that receive direct 
sunshine will help keep the heat out and lessen the strain on your air conditioner.

Keep your air ducts clean. Unclean air ducts can impair the performance of your air 
conditioner, as the unit must exert more effort to push air through the clogged ducts.

Consider how much energy your air conditioner uses. You can lower your carbon 
footprint and save money on energy bills by maximizing your air conditioner's 
efficiency.

Clark Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing is the leading air conditioning and heating 
service provider in Montgomery, Millbrook, Pike Road, Prattville, Wetumpka AL. We 
have extensive experience installing heat pumps and HVAC units. For more 
information, visit https://clarkcomfort.com/.

Our qualified specialists will ensure that you are completely satisfied with your air 
conditioner. All of our services are extremely cost-effective, safe, and secure. Contact us 
at 334-449-7936 to schedule your service requirements.
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CHAPTER 2: DO I NEED A NEW AIR
CONDITIONER?

Therefore, you activate your air conditioner to cool the room. The location doesn't cool

down. Thus, you contact a repairman.

He is present. He evaluates your system. "I have horrible news to impart. Your

compressor is defective "he says. "You need a new condenser. I can install it the

following day for $1500."

You, as a discerning buyer, are suspicious. "Show me," you say. So he does. The unit's

cover is removed, revealing the compressor. He recycles it. You can hear and see the fan

start but it is evident that the compressor isn't operating.

Well, what are you going to do? It isn't in motion. Must be awful. So, you sign the work

order and consider where you might make financial sacrifices to pay for this unexpected

and costly repair.

Congratulations, you fool! You have likely been duped.

Compressors degrade over time. Most of the time, however, the compressor isn't to

blame when it fails to start. So, for your information and enlightenment, here is my list

of the things that prevent a compressor from starting, sorted roughly in order of

frequency of occurrence, with an indication of repair cost and time.

We will focus on examples where the fan operates but the compressor doesn't; if neither

the fan nor the compressor operates, the problem is electrical and can be easily

addressed.
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If you attempt any of these repairs, you must first disconnect the main power at the

breaker panel.

The most typical cause of an inoperable compressor is a faulty starter capacitor. This

part can be over-the-counter at any supply store for between $6 and $25, depending on

its price.

The level of ability necessary to change it is low. Anyone who correctly identifies the part

and possesses a screwdriver and nut driver can perform the task. Also helpful are

electrical tape and/or foam rubber.

The capacitor is a metal container (often silver but sometimes painted gray, dark green,

blue or black) situated within the condensing unit's electrical box. It will have two or

three terminals on the top, each with four mounting lugs and wires leading to the

compressor and (if there are three terminals) the fan motor. A strap will be used to hold

it in place.

The simplest method for diagnosing this capacitor is to replace it with a new

component. You can utilize a capacitor tester if you have one. Otherwise, simply get a

new one. Remove the old capacitor, keeping account of which wires it connects to, and

carry it with you. The supply store employee can assist you in acquiring the correct

replacement component.

Foam rubber and electrical tape may come in handy while installing the new

component, which may be a different size than the previous component.

A corroded and broken electrical connection is the second most prevalent reason for a

no-start. This can occur anywhere on any cables linked with the compressor but is most

commonly discovered at the connections to the compressor itself, beneath the

compressor's cover.
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The required level of expertise is modest. Wire replacement can increase the cost of

replacement parts, typically less than one dollar. Remove the electrical cover from the

compressor by removing the clip that holds it in place, then remove the cover. If there is

a faulty wire, remove it from the electrical box and remove the corroded connection

from the terminal using gentle pressure.

Be cautious; the terminal may also be corroded and if you damage it, you can lose the

ability to connect to the compressor (which would need you to replace it). Get a suitable

crimp-on terminal (auto parts store, Radio Shack, or Walmart), clean the wire, crimp

the new connector onto it, and reattach it to the compressor's terminal.

The thermal protection within the electrical cover of the compressor is the second most

frequent point of failure. This needs a moderate degree of talent to fix; however,

replacing it needs a low skill level.

Nevertheless, you may need to repair it if you can't locate a replacement. Here, wires

typically deteriorate, necessitating the need to solder a fresh connection. Use the proper

skills (and electrical solder with a rosin core, not a plumber's solder) and get to work.

Typically, a new component costs less than $5 and eliminates the need to solder an old

component.

Following this are any sequencing relays present in the unit. These are uncommon;

however certain units contain them. This repair needs a moderate to high degree of

competence, primarily due to the need to accurately diagnose the issue. The skill level

required to replace the component is moderately low.

In place of relays, an electronic controller may be present in the unit. The diagnostic

skill level is high, whereas the replacement skill level is moderate.

The compressor itself comes next. The amount of ability required to diagnose this item

properly is moderately high. Replacement needs a high level of competence and

specialized equipment.
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Any pressure or temperature sensors in the system are next on the list. Depending on

the specifics, the skill level necessary to diagnose and replace these is high and the

equipment required to do so ranges from moderate to extremely high.

In some older devices, the compressor may operate properly but may not start against

the system's load. You can get a hard-start kit for these. This is essentially a gadget that

saves additional energy and, when the compressor is instructed to start, shoots a second

of increased current into it (gives it a "kick in the pants"). This would destroy the

compressor if it were sustained but it isn't sustained. Furthermore, at this point, who

cares if it burns out? It won't start, regardless.

The hard start kit costs approximately $40 and is often sufficient. You will likely need to

replace the unit in a couple of years but $40 buys you a couple more years. Correctly

diagnosing this issue needs a relatively high level of ability. Installation of the hard start

kit needs moderate competence.

The conclusion is roughly in order. A compressor failure has a moderately low likelihood

in any given circumstance, as shown. The most common problems are those that

virtually anyone with rudimentary tool skills can resolve.
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CHAPTER 3: THE ADVANTAGES AND
DISADVANTAGES OF REPAIRING VERSUS

REPLACING YOUR AIR CONDITIONER

When your air conditioner isn't performing properly, there are two primary options:

replace or repair. Before selecting, it is essential to consider the advantages and

disadvantages of each alternative.

You can save money in the near run by having your air conditioner fixed instead of

replaced. Repairing a minor issue, like a broken fan blade or a clogged filter, may be

relatively inexpensive and result in the air conditioner functioning normally again.

However, if you have an older air conditioner or one that has required many repairs, it

may be more cost-effective to replace it than to fix it in the long term.

However, updating your air conditioner can result in long-term savings despite

requiring a higher initial cost. Typically, newer air conditioners are more energy

efficient, resulting in lower energy bills. Moreover, a new air conditioner includes a

warranty, bringing peace of mind and saving money on future repairs.

Take the air conditioner's age into account when considering whether to replace it or get

it fixed. It might be time to replace your air conditioner if it is more than 10 years old

and has a history of frequent breakdowns. Older air conditioners are more susceptible to

breakdowns and more expensive to repair.

One of the greatest benefits of repairing your air conditioner is its ease. If you have

access to a reliable repair business that swiftly resolves the issue, it may be more

convenient to repair the item rather than replace it. However, convenience may no

longer be an advantage if the repair firm can't resolve the problem or if it takes a long

time to finish the repair.
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Repairing your air conditioner has the potential to increase its longevity. A small repair

can extend the life of your air conditioner and save you money in the long run if the

problem is minimal. However, if the problem is significant, such as a malfunctioning

compressor, replacing the device may be more cost-effective than fixing it.

One of the greatest disadvantages of air conditioner repair is the possibility of future

problems. If the repair doesn't resolve the problem or the item breaks down again

shortly after the initial repair, you can find yourself in the same position and be required

to pay for a second replacement or repair.

Moreover, if the unit is aging and towards the end of its useful life, a costly repair, such

as a new compressor, may not be worthwhile if the device is nearing the end of its useful

life.

However, replacing your air conditioner can be a long-term, worry-free option. The

warranty that comes with a new air conditioner can save you money on future repairs.

In addition, a new unit is likely to be more energy efficient, which can result in

long-term savings on energy costs.

One major drawback to getting a new air conditioner is the cost. Having to replace a

large number of units or purchasing a high-end model can drive up the price.

Furthermore, the installation process may cause disruption and call for the intervention

of an HVAC expert.

Many aspects, including the air conditioner's age and condition, the cost of repair or

replacement, and the likelihood of further breakdowns, should be taken into account

before deciding which route to take.

To make a sound decision, it is important to weigh all of these considerations. Keep the

following in mind when you weigh the costs and benefits of repair vs. replacement:
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If your air conditioner is above 10 years old and has a history of recurrent breakdowns, 
it may be time for an upgrade.

Costly repairs, such as a new compressor, may not be worth it if the machine is towards 
the end of its useful life and is getting on in years.

If the repair doesn't resolve the problem or the item breaks down again shortly after the 
repair, you can find yourself in the same position and be required to pay for another 
replacement or repair.

If you have access to a reputable repair business that can promptly resolve the problem, 
it may be more convenient to repair the device than replace it.

The unit's energy efficiency: A modern air conditioner is likely to be more energy 
efficient, which can result in long-term savings on your energy bills.

A new air conditioner includes a guarantee, bringing peace of mind and saving money 
on future repairs.

Replacement or repair of an air conditioner is a choice that should be made on a 
case-by-case basis. It is critical to gather as much information as possible and consider 
all of the elements at play before making a choice.

Clark Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing is the leading air conditioning and heating 
service provider in Montgomery, Millbrook, Pike Road, Prattville, Wetumpka AL. We 
have extensive experience installing heat pumps and HVAC units. For more 
information, visit https://clarkcomfort.com/.

Our qualified specialists will ensure that you are completely satisfied with your air 
conditioner. All of our services are extremely cost-effective, safe, and secure. Contact us 
at 334-449-7936 to schedule your service requirements.

16 | Page

https://clarkcomfort.com/plumbing-service/


CHAPTER 4: THE REPLACEMENT COST
OF YOUR AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

When it comes to the comfort and efficiency of your house, your air conditioner is vital.

However, like any other device, air conditioners have a finite lifespan and must be

replaced eventually.

Assessing the financial commitment of each option is crucial when determining whether

to repair or replace your air conditioner. In this section, I'll go over some of the factors

that can change the price of a new air conditioner and offer some tips for getting the best

deal.

The unit's size is the first factor to consider when estimating the cost of upgrading your

air conditioner. Due to the increased size of the unit and the amount of labor necessary

to install it, a larger air conditioner will normally cost more to replace than a smaller

one.

Also, the cost of replacement will be affected by the model of the air conditioner you

select. For instance, replacing a central air conditioning system is often more expensive

than replacing a window unit.

Other variables that can affect the replacement cost of an air conditioner include:

Depending on where you reside, the price of replacing an air conditioner can fluctuate

dramatically. For instance, the replacement price may be higher in areas with a high

demand for air conditioning services or a greater cost of living.

Different air conditioner brands might vary greatly in price. A premium brand may offer

more features and be more efficient and expensive.
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If you are concerned about energy efficiency, you can be ready to pay a greater price for

an air conditioner having a higher energy star rating. In the long run, these units can

help you save money on your energy bills, despite their greater initial cost.

Installation is included in the price of an air conditioner replacement. This can vary

based on the installation's intricacy and the reputation and experience of the firm

executing the work.

So, how much can you anticipate spending to replace your air conditioner? The average

cost of replacing an air conditioner is $5,107, which ranges from $2,739 to $7,474,

according to HomeAdvisor. However, it is essential to remember that this is only an

estimate and the real cost will depend on the above-mentioned variables.

If you're considering replacing your air conditioner, getting estimates from different

companies is in your best interest. This will help you compare costs and guarantee you

receive the greatest offer. Also, it is advisable to inquire about any discounts,

promotions, or financing opportunities that may be available.

Another method for decreasing the expense of replacing an air conditioner is to search

for used or reconditioned units. Even though vintage units may not be as efficient as

new ones, they can be a more cost-effective alternative for those on a tight budget.

Before making a purchase, it is essential to analyze the quality and reputation of the

vendor thoroughly.

Finally, it is important to evaluate the long-term costs of replacing an air conditioner. A

modern, more energy-efficient air conditioner may have a higher initial cost but result

in cheaper energy bills and fewer repairs over time. This can help offset the initial

expense of replacement, making it a more economical option over time.

Size and kind of unit, location and cost of living, brand and energy efficiency, and

installation cost are just some of the variables that will affect how much it will cost to
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replace your air conditioner. These factors must be considered in tandem when

considering whether to repair or replace your air conditioner.

You can locate the greatest bargain for your budget and demands by getting quotations

from different businesses, searching for used or refurbished devices, and evaluating the

long-term expenses of replacement.
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CHAPTER 5: FACTORS AFFECTING THE
REPLACEMENT COST OF AN AIR

CONDITIONER

As a homeowner, deciding whether to replace or repair your air conditioner can be

challenging and frustrating. Although it may be tempting to just choose the less

expensive option of repairing your present unit, it is essential to consider all the

variables affecting the cost of replacing an air conditioner. Considering these criteria,

you can determine if replacing or repairing is the best option for your home and budget.

The size of your unit is one of the most influential factors influencing the price of

replacing an air conditioner. Generally speaking, a larger air conditioner will cost more

to replace than a smaller one, requiring more materials and labor to install. This is

because larger air conditioners have more components, such as a larger compressor and

evaporator coil, which raises the overall replacement cost.

Another consideration is the efficiency of the unit you are contemplating replacing.

Energy-efficient air conditioners are typically more expensive initially but can save

energy costs over time. If you're hoping to save money on your energy bills, investing in

a more energy-efficient unit may be worthwhile, despite the higher initial cost.

Your home location can significantly impact the cost of replacing your air conditioner. If

you reside in a region with extreme weather, such as excessive heat or cold, you may

need a more robust and potent unit to cool your home efficiently. These units are often

more expensive but can save you money long-term because they provide superior

cooling and last longer than less expensive ones.

Also, consider the age of your current air conditioner when considering whether to

replace or repair it. If your device is relatively new and has seen only a few minor
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problems, it may be worthwhile to fix it. If your unit is older and has experienced many 
problems, replacing it with a newer, more dependable one may be more cost-effective.

Lastly, the labor cost might vary considerably based on your location and the availability 
of qualified professionals. In some regions, finding a reliable provider to install your 
new air conditioner may be more expensive than in others.

Consider your air conditioner's age and condition, the energy efficiency of the units 
you're considering, your home's location, and the cost of repair or replacement before 
making a final selection. Spending some time thinking about and weighing all of these 
factors can help you make a decision that is good for your house and your wallet.

Options for Replacement Air Conditioner Financing

The cost may be one of the most important factors when deciding whether to replace or 
repair your air conditioner. Replacement of an air conditioner can be a substantial 
financial expenditure. Therefore, it is essential to understand your financing alternatives 
before moving forward.

Your ability to borrow money and your current financial state are two major factors in 
determining the best option to finance a new air conditioning installation. Many people 
use one of the following methods of financing:

Direct loans between individuals

Unsecured personal loans can be used for anything, including a new air conditioner. 
With a fixed interest rate and repayment term, loan repayments may be budgeted with 
relative ease. Personal loans are available from numerous lenders, including traditional 
banks, credit unions, and internet platforms, and the application procedure is typically 
quick and painless.
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Home equity loans and credit lines

A new air conditioner can be purchased with the money you've saved up through the

years as equity in your home. Any homeowner can take out a loan or establish a line of

credit against the value of their home and put the proceeds toward any purpose. These

loans often have lower interest rates than personal loans, but borrowers are required to

put up property as collateral (your home).

Charge Cards

If you have a low-interest rate and can pay the bill quickly, credit cards can be a

convenient way to finance a significant purchase, such as a new air conditioner. If you

can't pay off the bill in full each month, the interest rates on credit cards can be

extremely high, making them a costly method of financing the replacement of your air

conditioner.

Government Initiatives

Some states offer financing schemes for home upgrades, including replacing air

conditioners. These programs may give homeowners low-interest loans or grants for

energy-efficient house upgrades. Contact your local power provider or a government

agency to determine whether you qualify for these programs.

Finance Options Via Your Air Conditioner Retailer

Many air conditioning retailers provide financing options for acquiring a new air

conditioner. These financing choices may include payment deferral programs,

low-interest loans, and special offers. Ask your air conditioner dealer about their

financing alternatives to determine if they can provide you with a good bargain.

To ensure that you receive the greatest deal, examining the conditions and interest rates

of many loans is vital when examining your financing alternatives. Read the fine print
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and comprehend the loan's connected costs or penalties. Before applying for a loan, it is 
also prudent to check your credit score, as a higher score may qualify you for cheaper 
interest rates.

Lastly, it is essential to remember that while upgrading your air conditioner may be a 
substantial financial investment, it can also result in long-term energy savings and 
improved home comfort. Long-term, a more efficient air conditioner may raise the 
home value, making it a smart investment.

Clark Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing is the leading air conditioning and heating 
service provider in Montgomery, Millbrook, Pike Road, Prattville, Wetumpka AL. We 
have extensive experience installing heat pumps and HVAC units. For more 
information, visit https://clarkcomfort.com/.

Our qualified specialists will ensure that you are completely satisfied with your air 
conditioner. All of our services are extremely cost-effective, safe, and secure. Contact us 
at 334-449-7936 to schedule your service requirements.
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CHAPTER 6: CALCULATING THE SERVICE
LIFE OF YOUR AIR CONDITIONER

A homeowner's responsibility includes keeping track of the air conditioner's age and

condition. By replacing your unit before it breaks down, you can avoid expensive repairs

and keep your home at a pleasant temperature all summer long. How long your air

conditioner will last and what elements contribute to its demise are topics I'll cover in

this section.

It is essential to recognize that not all air conditioners are created equal before anything

else. Some units are more resilient and energy-efficient than others, which can

substantially affect their longevity. A well-maintained air conditioner should last

approximately 15 to 20 years on average. However, this can change depending on some

variables, such as:

The manufacturer and model number of your air conditioner: Some brands are

recognized for their longevity and dependability but others may not be as durable.

Before acquiring a new air conditioner, it is usually prudent to conduct research and

consider purchasing a high-quality unit.

Different air conditioners are available, such as window units, central air systems, and

ductless mini-splits. Each type has its lifespan, with central air conditioning systems

often lasting longer than window units.

If your air conditioner is in a region prone to extreme weather, such as excessive heat

and humidity, it may not survive as long as in a more temperate zone.

The frequency of your air conditioner use: If you continually operate it, it will naturally

wear down faster than if you only use it periodically.
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The level of maintenance performed on your air conditioner: The key to increasing the 
life of your air conditioner is proper maintenance. By regularly replacing the filter, 
cleaning the coils and arranging annual tune-ups, you can extend the lifespan of your 
unit.

Consequently, how do you determine the longevity of your air conditioner? The initial 
step is to ascertain the unit's age. Typically, this information can be found on the 
product label or in the owner's handbook. From there, you can use the aforementioned 
average lifespan criteria to determine how much longer your unit may live.

It is essential to emphasize that these are merely recommendations. There are no 
assurances about the longevity of an air conditioner, as every unit is unique. If you are 
uncertain about the age or condition of your unit, you should always see a professional 
HVAC specialist for an evaluation.

Consider your air conditioner’s SEER (Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio)  rating to better 
estimate its lifespan. The SEER rating is a number that expresses the energy efficiency 
of your air conditioner. The higher the SEER number, the greater your unit's energy 
efficiency. Air conditioners with a higher SEER rating will often live longer than those 
with a lower rating.

Calculating the lifespan of your air conditioner is a useful method for determining 
whether to replace the device. You can estimate how long it may last by considering 
characteristics such as the air conditioner’s age, brand, kind, location, and maintenance.

If you are confused about the state of your unit or if it is time to replace it, it is always 
advisable to see a specialist. Maintenance and replacement promptly will help you save 
money on repairs and keep your house pleasant throughout the year.

When evaluating the lifespan of your air conditioner, you should also consider the unit's 
efficiency. As previously stated, a unit with a higher SEER rating is often more 
energy-efficient and may have a longer lifespan. However, it is essential to remember
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that energy efficiency can also be affected by factors like the size of your unit and the 
design of your home.

If your air conditioner is oversized or undersized for your home, it may not function as 
efficiently as it should. An expert in heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC)  
can assist you in determining the ideal unit size for your home and advising you on any 
design adjustments that may be required to improve energy efficiency.

In addition to examining the age and effectiveness of your air conditioner, it is essential 
to be aware of any indications that it may be nearing the end of its life. These are some 
common indications that it may be time to replace your air conditioner:

If you find yourself calling for repairs often or the expense accumulates, replacing your 
unit may be more cost-effective.

If you observe an increase in dust, allergies, or other air quality issues, it may be a sign 
that your air conditioner is no longer adequately filtering the air.

If your air conditioner can no longer maintain a suitable temperature in your house, it 
may be time to replace it.

A significant increase in energy expenses may indicate that your air conditioner is no 
longer performing efficiently.

If you observe any of these red flags, you should consult a professional HVAC expert to 
determine the best action. They can evaluate your machine's state and suggest its 
replacement or repair.

Estimating the life expectancy of your air conditioner is an essential aspect of house 
maintenance. By evaluating the unit's age, brand, kind, location, and maintenance and 
paying attention to warning indications, you can guarantee that your home remains 
pleasant and energy-efficient throughout the year. Proper maintenance and prompt
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replacement will help you save money on costly repairs and keep your air conditioner

functioning at its best.
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CHAPTER 7: ASSESSING THE AGE AND
CONDITION OF YOUR AIR CONDITIONING

SYSTEM

Selecting whether to replace or repair your air conditioner needs a thorough evaluation

of its age and condition. You can make a well-informed, budget-friendly decision by

evaluating criteria such as energy efficiency, overall condition, and maintenance history.

Before making a decision, consult with a competent HVAC technician for guidance and

to have your unit inspected.

Age and Condition Evaluation of Your Air Conditioner

If you are considering repairing or replacing your air conditioner, you will need to

evaluate its age and condition as a first step. This can help you assess if it is worthwhile

to invest in repairs or whether you should purchase a new unit. There are factors

required in determining your air conditioner’s age and condition.

First, let's discuss age. Air conditioners have an average lifespan of 10 to 15 years. If your

unit is approaching or has surpassed this age, replacing it may be more economical than

continuing repairs.

Nevertheless, age isn't the only issue to consider. If your air conditioner has been

well-maintained and has not experienced any significant problems, it may be

worthwhile to fix it.

Now, let's discuss your air conditioner's condition. Many things must be considered

while evaluating the condition of your unit. The efficiency of your air conditioner is

among the most essential factors. If your unit isn't successfully cooling your home or is
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using more energy than it should, it may be time to replace it. Additional indications of a

malfunctioning air conditioner include:

● Unusual sounds or vibrations emanating from the unit

● Water seeps or puddles surround the unit.

● Poor indoor air quality

● Rising energy costs

In addition to these concerns, it is essential to evaluate the overall condition of your air

conditioner. Is it noticeably filthy or damaged? If so, replacement should be considered.

How, then, can you determine the age and condition of your air conditioner? A

professional HVAC expert should inspect your unit. They can diagnose any problems

and make suggestions for their replacement or repair. They can also tell you how much

longer you can expect your unit to endure and whether it is worthwhile to spend on

repairs.

The maintenance history of your air conditioner should also be recorded. If you have

continuously maintained and repaired your unit, it may be worthwhile to spend on

repairs rather than replacing it. If you have neglected maintenance or your unit has

experienced many problems, replacing it may be more cost-effective.

Selecting whether to replace or repair your air conditioner needs a thorough evaluation

of its age and condition. You can make a well-informed, budget-friendly decision by

evaluating criteria such as energy efficiency, overall condition, and maintenance history.

Before making a decision, consult with a competent HVAC technician for guidance and

to have your unit inspected.

Clark Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing is the leading air conditioning and heating

service provider in Montgomery, Millbrook, Pike Road, Prattville, Wetumpka AL. We
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have extensive experience installing heat pumps and HVAC units. For more

information, visit https://clarkcomfort.com/.

Our qualified specialists will ensure that you are completely satisfied with your air

conditioner. All of our services are extremely cost-effective, safe, and secure. Contact us

at 334-449-7936 to schedule your service requirements.
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CHAPTER 8: PREPARING FOR AIR
CONDITIONER REPLACEMENT

If you've determined that it's time to replace your air conditioner, you must be

well-prepared for the replacement process. Replacement of an air conditioner is a

substantial investment, so it is vital to conduct research and ensure that the process

goes well. This chapter will discuss the measures you should take to prepare for

replacing your air conditioner.

Determine your budget: Budgeting is the initial step in preparing for air conditioner

replacement. Replacement of an air conditioner can be a costly endeavor. Therefore, you

must be aware of your budget. Consider the unit's purchase price, installation fees, and

other costs, like ductwork repairs or new thermostats.

There are different air conditioners to pick from, including central air systems, window

units, and portable air conditioners, so it is important to research each. Each variety has

its advantages and disadvantages, so it is vital to research and choose the best fit for

your requirements and budget.

It is essential to find a reputed air conditioning firm when it comes time to replace your

unit. Look for a business with a proven track record, strong client feedback, and the

appropriate licensing and insurance. Don't hesitate to request references or a portfolio

of the company's accomplished projects.

After you have narrowed down your list of potential air conditioning companies, it is

advisable to get many quotes. This will help you compare costs and guarantee you

receive the greatest offer.
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Consider energy efficiency. It is essential to consider energy efficiency while buying a

new air conditioner. Air conditioners may be a substantial energy drain, so selecting one

with a high energy efficiency rating will save you money on your energy costs over time.

Before making a final decision regarding your air conditioner, read the guarantee.

Determine what is covered, how long the warranty lasts, and how to make a warranty

claim.

Before the installation process starts, it is advisable to prepare the residence. This may

involve removing any furniture or decorations that may be in the way and ensuring that

the installation space is clean and devoid of clutter.

When scheduling the installation of your new air conditioner, you must select a time

that is convenient for you. Try to schedule the installation when available, considering

any work or other obligations.

It is good to have a basic understanding of the installation process before installing your

new air conditioner. This will help you to ask the appropriate questions and ensure a

seamless operation.

Even though every installation passes without a hitch, it is vital to be prepared for

unexpected complications that may develop. Ensure that you know what to do in the

event of a problem and consider having a backup plan if the installation takes longer

than anticipated.

Adhering to these instructions ensures that replacing your air conditioner is simple and

efficient. Remember to conduct research, select a reliable company, and ready your

residence for the installation. With the proper planning, you can acquire a brand-new,

energy-efficient air conditioner in no time.
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CHAPTER 9: THE INSTALLATION OF A
NEW AIR CONDITIONER

When replacing an air conditioner, the installation process might be a daunting affair.

You can ensure a flawless and smooth transition to your new air conditioner, though,

with careful planning and a full awareness of what to expect.

Choosing the best home air conditioner is the initial step in the installation procedure.

This needs to consider aspects such as the size of your home and the air conditioner that

best meets your demands and budget. Following selecting the ideal air conditioner, the

next step is to book an installation date with a trustworthy air conditioning provider.

On the installation day, the experts will start by prepping the site. This may need

removing your existing air conditioner, installing any required brackets or supports, and

making any required electrical connections.

Next, the workers will install the air conditioners inside the unit. Typically, this entails

mounting the unit to the wall or ceiling and connecting it to the ducting and electrical

system. The outside unit will then be installed and refrigerant lines will connect it to the

indoor unit.

Once the installation is complete, the professionals will test and commission your new

air conditioner to ensure it runs at peak efficiency. This may entail changing the

refrigerant levels, ensuring adequate ventilation, and conducting some diagnostic

checks.

It is vital to voice any issues or questions to the personnel throughout the installation

procedure. They are responsible for ensuring that your new air conditioner is fitted

properly and to your satisfaction.
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Once the installation is complete, the professionals will explain how to operate and

maintain the new air conditioner. This will contain instructions on cleaning and

changing air filters, setting the thermostat, and troubleshooting potential issues.

Overall, installing a new air conditioner can be a complicated and laborious task.

However, you can ensure a smooth and successful transition to your new air conditioner

with the proper team of pros and a clear grasp of what to expect.

Clark Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing is the leading air conditioning and heating

service provider in Montgomery, Millbrook, Pike Road, Prattville, Wetumpka AL. We

have extensive experience installing heat pumps and HVAC units. For more

information, visit https://clarkcomfort.com/.

Our qualified specialists will ensure that you are completely satisfied with your air

conditioner. All of our services are extremely cost-effective, safe, and secure. Contact us

at 334-449-7936 to schedule your service requirements.
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CHAPTER 10: THE IMPORTANCE OF
APPROPRIATE MAINTENANCE ON YOUR

NEW AIR CONDITIONER

As a homeowner, purchasing a new air conditioner is an important choice. A properly

running air conditioner saves a lot of money in the long term by increasing energy

efficiency and prolonging the system's life. However, adequate maintenance is required

to ensure that your new air conditioner continues to operate at its peak.

Air conditioner maintenance is essential for some reasons. Primarily, it assists in

prolonging the life of your system. Like a vehicle, your air conditioner needs routine

maintenance to operate efficiently.

By doing routine maintenance such as cleaning the air filters, checking for refrigerant

leaks, and inspecting the unit for any visible damage, you can prevent little problems

from escalating into significant repairs.

Maintaining the efficiency of your air conditioner also necessitates proper maintenance.

If your air conditioner isn't properly maintained, it may become blocked with dirt and

debris, reducing its performance and requiring it to work harder to chill your home. This

may result in increased energy costs and a shorter lifespan for your system.

In addition to saving you money and prolonging the life of your air conditioner,

appropriate maintenance is essential for guaranteeing system safety. Due to concerns

such as electrical faults and refrigerant leakage, a poorly maintained air conditioner

poses a fire hazard. By doing routine maintenance, you can prevent these problems and

ensure the safety of your family and property.
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So, what should you do to maintain your new air conditioner properly? Here are some 
necessary maintenance actions to keep your system operating efficiently:

Change the air filters often - Changing the air filters often is among the most critical 
maintenance activities for your air conditioner. Air filters assist in removing dirt, dust, 
and other particles from your home's air, thereby improving indoor air quality.

However, as the filters become clogged, they might start to restrict airflow and reduce 
your air conditioner's effectiveness. It is advised that you replace your air filters every 
one to three months, depending on the filter you use and the number of toxins in your 
home.

Clean the outdoor unit of your air conditioner - Over time, the outdoor unit of your air 
conditioner might become coated with dirt, leaves, and other debris. It is vital to clean 
the outdoor unit often to keep your system operating efficiently. This can be 
accomplished by spraying out any apparent dirt or trash with a garden hose and pruning 
any plants or shrubs that may be obscuring the unit.

Check for refrigerant leaks - If your air conditioner is low on refrigerant, it can force the 
system to work harder and lead to expensive repairs. To check for refrigerant leaks, look 
for apparent evidence of damage to the lines or coils of your air conditioner, such as 
corrosion or holes. If you suspect a leak, it is imperative to have it repaired as quickly as 
possible by a professional.

Examine the electrical components - Over time, the electrical components of your air 
conditioner may deteriorate or wear out, resulting in electrical problems. It is vital to 
routinely inspect your system's electrical components to avoid any potential issues. This 
involves evaluating the thermostat and the wiring and connections for evident damage.

Arrange yearly professional maintenance - Although it is necessary to undertake normal 
maintenance activities yourself, it is also advisable to schedule annual professional 
maintenance for your air conditioner.
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During a professional maintenance visit, a technician will evaluate your system carefully

and conduct necessary repairs or maintenance. Also, they will be able to recognize

possible difficulties and manage them before they become more serious.

In addition to scheduling regular professional maintenance, it is wise to have a

technician evaluate your air conditioner if you observe performance issues. This could

include weird sounds, odors, or decreased ventilation. Early detection of these concerns

can reduce the need for more extensive and expensive repairs in the future.

Overall, adequate maintenance is necessary to ensure your new air conditioner’s

effectiveness, durability, and safety. By conducting routine maintenance tasks and

arranging annual professional maintenance, you can save money on energy expenses

and repairs while extending the life of your system.

Don't forget to keep your air conditioner manual available for maintenance guidelines

and instructions relevant to your model. With appropriate maintenance, your new air

conditioner will continue to chill and soothe your home for many years.
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CHAPTER 11: UNDERSTANDING YOUR
AIR CONDITIONING UNIT'S WARRANTY

As a homeowner, it is essential to understand the air conditioner's warranty. A warranty

can provide you peace of mind, knowing that the manufacturer will cover the costs if

something goes wrong with your device. However, not all warranties are made equal and

you must understand the terms and limitations of your particular warranty before you

need to utilize it.

Let's start by defining a warranty. A warranty is a guarantee from the manufacturer or

seller of a product to replace or repair any flaws within a certain period. This period can

range from a few months to many years. Moreover, warranties might differ in terms of

what they cover and exclude.

Most air conditioner manufacturers provide warranties on the machine and its internal

components. This may include the compressor, evaporator coil, and other internal

components. Some warranties may provide coverage for labor costs associated with

repairs, while others may not.

Before using your air conditioner's warranty, it is essential to understand its terms and

restrictions. Common warranty exclusions for air conditioners include:

● Damage due to faulty installation or maintenance

● Natural catastrophes and other incidents beyond the manufacturer's control are

not covered.

● Modifications or tampering with the unit cause damage.

● Normal deterioration of components

It is also essential to know that warranties may not cover routine maintenance or

cleaning expenses. This implies that adhering to the manufacturer's recommended
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maintenance schedule is essential to ensure that your air conditioner is operating 
efficiently and to prevent problems that could void your warranty.

You must register your air conditioner with the manufacturer to benefit from the 
warranty. Typically, this is done online or through the seller when the unit is purchased. 
Keep a copy of your warranty and registration information in a secure location since you 
will need to give this information if you need to file a claim.

When it is time to file a claim under your air conditioner's warranty, the procedure will 
differ based on the manufacturer and terms of your particular warranty. Depending on 
the company, you can be required to phone customer service or fill out an online form to 
commence the claim process. Others may have specifically authorized repair centers to 
which you must bring your unit.

When filing a claim under your air conditioner warranty, you must be patient and 
adhere to the manufacturer's instructions. This will ensure that your claim is swiftly 
processed and that you receive the coverage to which you are entitled.

Understanding your air conditioner's warranty is essential for any prudent homeowner. 
Ensure that your unit is registered, that you adhere to the suggested maintenance 
schedule, and that you are aware of the terms and circumstances of your warranty so 
that you can utilize it if necessary.

Clark Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing is the leading air conditioning and heating 
service provider in Montgomery, Millbrook, Pike Road, Prattville, Wetumpka AL. We 
have extensive experience installing heat pumps and HVAC units. For more 
information, visit https://clarkcomfort.com/.

Our qualified specialists will ensure that you are completely satisfied with your air 
conditioner. All of our services are extremely cost-effective, safe, and secure. Contact us 
at 334-449-7936 to schedule your service requirements.
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CHAPTER 12: GETTING MULTIPLE
QUOTES TO REPLACE OR REPAIR YOUR

AIR CONDITIONER

When repairing or replacing your air conditioner, it is necessary to conduct research and

get quotations from different companies. This will enable you to compare pricing,

services, and warranties, allowing you to make the best option for your house and

budget.

Gathering suggestions from friends, family, and neighbors is among the initial steps you

should take when looking for bids for air conditioner replacement or repair. They may

have recently had similar work performed and can provide significant insight into the

process and businesses employed. You can also visit internet review sites such as Yelp or

Google Reviews to learn about the experiences of individuals with different businesses.

In addition to personal referrals and online reviews, you should evaluate the company's

reputation and experience. Look for organizations that have been in business for some

time and have a history of happy customers. Also, you should verify that the

organization is licensed, insured, and bonded to protect yourself in case of problems or

accidents.

Provide lots of information as possible about your air conditioner and the problem you

are having when getting estimates. This will allow the companies to provide more

precise and comprehensive quotes. Also, you should inquire about their services,

warranties, and other fees that may not be included in the initial estimate.

It is essential to remember that the cheapest estimate isn't necessarily the best

alternative. Sometimes low pricing is accompanied by low-quality work or hidden fees

and costs. Alternatively, the most expensive estimate may not always be the best. It is
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essential to strike a balance and select a company that provides quality work and

services at a reasonable price.

Once you have received quotations from different companies, you should compare and

contrast them. Consider the company's reputation and experience, the services and

warranties, and the total price. You should also evaluate the availability and schedule

flexibility of the company.

It's also a good idea to request references from each company's most recent clients so

you can evaluate their work and customer service. Also, you can inquire about any

existing promos or discounts, which can help reduce the total cost of the replacement or

repair.

Getting different quotations for repairing or replacing an air conditioner is a critical

stage. It enables you to make an educated selection and select the most suitable firm for

your demands and budget. You can select your home's most suitable air conditioning

solution by researching and comparing quotations.
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CHAPTER 13: SELECTING A REPUTABLE
COMPANY TO REPLACE OR REPAIR AIR

CONDITIONING

As a homeowner, finding the correct air conditioner replacement or repair business is 
essential to ensure that your system is well-maintained and working at peak 
performance.

With so many options available, selecting the best business for the job might be difficult. 
Consider the following characteristics when selecting a trustworthy air conditioner 
replacement or repair company:

Ensure that the firm you select is licensed and certified to do repairs and replacements 
on air conditioners in your state. This is essential for ensuring the work is performed 
safely and to the highest standards.

Look for a business with a track record of industry accomplishment. Inquire about their 
familiarity with different types of air conditioning systems and the specific concerns 
they can resolve.

Client reviews: seek out businesses with positive customer ratings and reviews. This is 
an excellent indicator of the company's quality of service and expertise.

Get many quotations from different providers to compare pricing and ensure that you 
pay a fair and reasonable amount for the work. Be aware of companies with incredibly 
low costs, which may indicate inferior craftsmanship.

Determine what type of warranty or guarantee the company provides for its work. This 
gives peace of mind, knowing that any potential difficulties will be covered.
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Choose a responsive and communicative business throughout the entire replacement or

repair process. This will ensure that you are well-informed and that your questions and

concerns are addressed.

Consider selecting a business that provides emergency services in case of a sudden

breakdown or problem with your air conditioner.

By researching and comparing different air conditioner replacement or repair

companies, you can feel secure in your selection and at ease knowing that your system is

in the hands of a reputable and trustworthy provider.
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CHAPTER 14: HOW TO SAVE
SIGNIFICANTLY BY RECOGNIZING AIR

CONDITIONER REPAIR NEEDS

When should you contact your air conditioning service provider? Typically, when your 
air conditioning system malfunctions, correct? And when your system fails, you are 
willing to spend enormous sums of money on it. Identifying a few minor issues with 
your system that, if left unchecked, could escalate into serious flaws can result in 
substantial cost savings. Many of these issues are detailed below.

• Unusual Noise

In most cases, when people hear weird sounds from their systems, they simply ignore

them because the problem will resolve itself. It is possible that you will learn to live with

such sounds. However, you must address this issue quickly so that you don't have to

deal with issues in the future.

The noise emanating from these systems isn't only obnoxious and irritating but also

indicates that the system is experiencing serious issues. Determine the type of noise

your system produces so you can communicate it effectively to the repairman.

If you hear a buzzing sound, it indicates that one of the electrical components is nearing

its expiration date. If you hear a clang, it may be necessary to repair the bearings. It

shows difficulties with the system's air-blowing mechanism. Regardless of the type of

noise your system produces, it is undoubtedly detrimental to its health.
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• Fluid Leaks

You must take immediate action if you detect any fluid leak in your systems. Your 
system is experiencing a mechanical issue that should be resolved sooner with the 
assistance of a skilled technician.

The accumulation of condensation in the coil drainage system typically causes water 
leaks. If there are any oil leaks, it could be due to corrosion problems in the system and 
the problem is far worse if your system is leaking refrigerant. It needs immediate expert 
intervention.

• Decreased Efficiency

This issue can arise alongside the issues mentioned above or on its own. The system's

temperature-controlling capacity is diminished if it performs poorly or inefficiently. Not

all faults inside a system are required to draw attention through audible or visible

indicators. Typically, performance concerns emerge before the appearance of noises and

leaks. You can observe it by devoting a small amount of attention to it.

• Rising Electricity Usage

You should carefully examine every electricity statement to verify that your system isn't 
consuming more electricity than necessary.

If you are paying high prices for the system's electricity consumption, you must also be 
prepared to spend high costs on repairs. Increased power usage signals a problem with 
the system that needs immediate attention. Consult your air conditioning firm for 
important aid on this matter.

Clark Heating, Air Conditioning & 
 is the leading air conditioning and heating service provider in Montgomery, 
Millbrook, Pike Road, Prattville, Wetumpka AL. We
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have extensive experience installing heat pumps and HVAC units. For more

information, visit https://clarkcomfort.com/.

Our qualified specialists will ensure that you are completely satisfied with your air

conditioner. All of our services are extremely cost-effective, safe, and secure. Contact us

at 334-449-7936 to schedule your service requirements.
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CHAPTER 15: AIR CONDITIONER
TROUBLESHOOTING TIPS

Energy-efficient household products can reduce your annual energy expenditure and 
make life easier. Rising energy expenses can be mitigated using cost-saving measures 
such as installing energy-efficient devices. Many household things are becoming more 
efficient and readily accessible.

These include refrigerators, water heaters, heating and cooling systems, and appliances. 
Cooling bills are one of the home's largest energy expenses, but there are many ways to 
minimize total costs. If you are considering buying a new system, nearly all models are 
designed to reduce energy use.

Older air conditioning systems are not and these are ones that were sold at least a 
decade ago. The typical savings for a new system in most homes is twenty percent of the 
total bill as energy efficiency standards continue to increase.

If your system is older than 10 years, it is advisable that you get a new energy-efficient 
air conditioner. Another indication that it is time to consider replacement is rapid 
cycling. When installing older systems, it was typical to employ enormous air 
conditioning units.

These are extremely inefficient compared to a unit that fits the available cooling area. 
Fixing this issue with a newer, better-suited unit can make a significant difference.

A commercial HVAC installation will guarantee that you install a unit of the appropriate 
size for the space you are cooling. Upon examination, they may tell you whether or not 
your current unit is the incorrect size and explain your options for selecting an 
energy-efficient air conditioner.
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If you've already had commercial HVAC installation and you're using a more modern 
system. More things can be done to maintain and maximize its efficiency. As a system is 
utilized, its performance and energy expenses can decrease. High-quality systems 
designed for window or wall installation are sold with the correct amount of refrigerant.

HVAC installers add refrigerants during installation. The wrong quantity, whether 
excessive or insufficient, might hinder performance. A leak may also cause a loss of 
refrigerant. A professional must have the system serviced annually to ensure that all 
components are functioning correctly and that the refrigerant levels are correct.

There are other ways to maintain your device and keep it operating efficiently. Always a 
clean device will perform better. Regular cleaning or replacement is required for filters, 
vents, fins, coils, and any exposed moving parts. A professional must clean central air 
units annually and filters must be replaced as needed.

Maintain regular cooling and don't reduce the temperature to an exceptionally low level 
to cool. Allow the system to complete the task at a constant and controlled rate. Turning 
off your system when you leave can significantly impact your energy costs and the 
system's longevity. These steps and basic maintenance are required for the best 
efficiency.

If your air conditioning unit has ever broken down on a hot summer day, you will 
understand how problematic this can be. Life in many cities becomes miserable without 
access to cool airflow.

Most new units come with a maintenance warranty. Still, if yours has just broken down 
and the service documents have expired, you will need to know the most frequent air 
conditioner troubleshooting techniques or you will have to hire an expensive repairman.

To start, you need to turn off the unit's power supply. Whenever feasible, unplug the 
device. When an air conditioner malfunctions, it is often due to clogged filters. Our cities
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are teeming with airborne particulates that clog screens. This can often resolve the issue 
immediately.

Sometimes a problem can be easily resolved. Replace the batteries if you use a remote 
control to run the air conditioning. Often, we forget that things will degrade annually. 
Also, you can be utilizing the control improperly. Perhaps you have programmed the 
unit to turn on at a specific time of day.

Have you observed that some of our electrical devices start to function normally again 
after turning the power on and off? Also applicable to air conditioners. Occasionally, 
restarting the power will bring them back to life.

Air conditioners utilize compressors. If this fails, the unit will be inoperable. Examine 
the area surrounding the compressor for evidence of burning or ice. If there is a 
problem, this component must be replaced. If none of these suggestions work, the 
problem may be more serious and it may be prudent to consider purchasing a new 
model, as repairs can be pricey.
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CHAPTER 16: TIPS FOR MAINTAINING
YOUR AIR CONDITIONER AND AVOIDING

REPAIRS

Maintaining your air conditioner regularly ensures its good and efficient operation. You 
can considerably extend the life of your air conditioner and avoid costly repairs by 
performing routine maintenance and fixing any issues that develop. This chapter will 
present a list of air conditioner maintenance and repair prevention methods.

Clean your air conditioner regularly

The accumulation of dirt and debris on the outdoor unit of your air conditioner can 
reduce its effectiveness and force it to work harder. Every few weeks, wipe the exterior 
of the air conditioner with a light, dry cloth to maintain it clean. Also, you should 
remove any trash or plants obstructing the unit.

Regularly replace or clean the air filter

Your air conditioner's air filter collects dust, debris, and other particles that may enter 
the system. If the air filter gets clogged, it can limit airflow and force your air 
conditioner to work harder, resulting in diminished performance and possible 
maintenance difficulties. To prevent this, change or clean your air filter every month or 
as required.

Maintain your air conditioner's ventilation.

Ventilation is essential for the effective operation of your air conditioner. If the device is 
positioned with insufficient ventilation, it may struggle to dissipate heat and overheat.
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To maintain adequate ventilation, keep the space surrounding your air conditioner clear 
of trash and garbage.

Examine the refrigerant levels in your air conditioner.

Refrigerant is an essential component of your air conditioner because it cools the air in 
your home. If the refrigerant levels in your air conditioner are low, you can experience 
less cooling and system damage. To avoid this, have a professional often inspect your 
refrigerant levels to ensure they are at the correct level.

Keep the coils of your air conditioner clean.

Your air conditioner's coils are important for transmitting heat from the home's interior 
to the exterior. If the coils become soiled or blocked, it can impede heat flow, causing 
your air conditioner to work harder. To avoid this, regularly clean the coils of your air 
conditioner.

Keep the drain line of your air conditioner clear.

The drain pipe in your air conditioner eliminates excess moisture from the system. If the 
drain pipe becomes clogged, water damage and potentially expensive repairs may result. 
To prevent this, maintain the drain line clear of dirt and, if required, have it 
professionally cleaned.

Schedule professional maintenance regularly

Professional maintenance is one of the most effective strategies to preserve your air 
conditioner and avoid costly problems. A professional will evaluate your air conditioner 
during a maintenance visit and discover any potential faults before they become serious 
problems. Also, they will clean and lubricate many components to guarantee that your 
air conditioner is operating optimally.
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By adhering to these suggestions for air conditioner maintenance and addressing any

issues that develop, you can extend the system's lifespan and avoid costly repairs.

Remember that maintaining your air conditioner is an investment in the efficiency and

comfort of your house.
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CONCLUSION

There are times when it is preferable to fix your air conditioner and other times when it 
is better to replace it. It might be tough to decide, especially when weighing the cost of 
repairs with the cost of replacement. In this chapter, I will examine the criteria for 
determining whether an air conditioner should be repaired or replaced.

Air conditioners with a decade or more on the clock are on their last legs. Air 
conditioners can last for much longer than 10 years, but they will require more regular 
maintenance as they get older. Replacement of a worn-out air conditioner could be 
cheaper in the long run than ongoing maintenance and repairs.

Also must be considered is the severity of the required repairs. If a major repair, such as 
a compressor replacement, is imminent, replacing the air conditioner may be more 
economical than paying for the repair. However, if the repair is modest, such as 
replacing a filter, it may be more cost-effective to have the repair performed.

Consider the efficiency of your air conditioner as well. If your air conditioner is 
inefficient and old, it may cost you more energy than a newer unit. Replacing your air 
conditioner with a newer, more energy-efficient unit may be more economical.

Consider also the availability of replacement parts for your air conditioner. If your air 
conditioner is no longer produced, it may be difficult to get replacement parts, making it 
more economical to purchase a new unit.

It is also vital to evaluate the air conditioner's warranty. If your air conditioner is under 
warranty, it may be more economical to have it fixed than to purchase a new one. 
However, if your air conditioner's warranty has expired, replacing it may be more 
economical than paying for repairs out of pocket.
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Consider the age, efficiency, and availability of your air conditioner's parts and the cost 
and severity of the necessary repair. Getting multiple estimates from reliable 
organizations to assess the cost of repairs against replacement may also be useful.

In conclusion, deciding whether to replace or repair your air conditioner can be tough. 
Consider the age, efficiency, and availability of your air conditioner's parts and the cost 
and severity of the necessary repair.

Getting multiple estimates from reliable organizations to assess the cost of repairs 
against replacement may also be useful. You can make an informed decision regarding 
your air conditioner's best course of action by weighing all these aspects.

Clark Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing is the leading air conditioning and heating 
service provider in Montgomery, Millbrook, Pike Road, Prattville, Wetumpka AL. We 
have extensive experience installing heat pumps and HVAC units. For more 
information, visit https://clarkcomfort.com/.

Our qualified specialists will ensure that you are completely satisfied with your air 
conditioner. All of our services are extremely cost-effective, safe, and secure. Contact us 
at 334-449-7936 to schedule your service requirements.
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